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Henley on Thames Allotments Association 

Minutes of Committee Meeting held at 19.30 on Monday 5th September 2016 at 84 Makins Road, 
Henley-on-Thames 

 
In attendance:  Peter Anderson, Dave Chilvers, Laura Dance, Dave McEwen, Marisa Francini,  Sara 
James, Sophie Pentecost, Doug Richards, Anne Sandars.  

 
1. Apologies   

Lewis Every, Helen Chandler-Wilde 
   
 

2. Minutes of last meeting  
Passed as correct with a minor amendment to correct the name of Sara James. 

 
 

3. Matters arising from the previous minutes  
None 

 
 

4. Town Council Matters: 
 
Rent letters will go out in the last week in September, depending on Council timetables. The 
NSALG line will be given separately on the invoice, with no additional letter (as was sent last 
year). The package will include the front page letter, the invoice, the Health and Safety 
guidelines, the bonfire guidelines and the structures guidelines 
 
Actions:  DC/MF to complete guidelines. 
  DR/LE to review plotholder files to remove those giving up 
 
The Root and Branch Review of the allotments took place on 18 July 2016, and Cllr Sam Evans 
wrote to thank us publically in the Henley Standard. We have been asked to give a shorter 
version to the Recreation and Amenities Committee on 13 September 2016. DE and MF met the 
Town Clerk, who is particularly interested on personal safety matters, and suggested that we 
may be able to come onto the Council CCTV contract. She also suggested that a gate with a 
keypad could be investigated.  
 
Actions:  DE/MF to prepare shortened presentation for R&A Committee. 
  MF to send presentation to SJ to be placed on website 

 
The Deer Fence at Watermans will be repaired this year, once the vegetation has died back. 

        
 

5. AGM:  
 
This will be held on Wednesday 2 November, 6.30pm for 7pm. A room has been booked at the 
Town Hall, and we can apply for a grant to cover the cost. Winners have been identified for each 
award, and cups will be given at the AGM. In future years, the process for judging should include 
the site manager, to take account of their knowledge of the history of the plot.  
 
Actions:  DC to provide accounts (to prove eligibility for a grant) 
  SP/AS to prepare talk on who won and why 
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Joanna Miller will co-ordinate the Kings Seed orders this year.  As the scheme is one of the 
benefits of paying for NSALG membership, we should promote more heavily this year. 
Catalogues will be available on request. 
 
Actions:  DE to send a promotional email for the seed scheme 

 
 

6. Treasurer’s Report:   
DC reported that the financial position was healthy, with the Henley Town Council money and 
the Cricket Club donation now received, and with a £330 profit from the Boat Trip. Future 
anticipated purchases are for brush cutters and safety equipment for Greencroft, and a secure 
unit for them. 

 
Actions:  DC to contact Margot Dapper to ask if she will audit the accounts before the AGM. 

 
 

7. Watermans Update:  

 There is currently no waiting list, and two starter plots available. 

 “Problem” plots continue to be tackled and are now either being cultivated or have been 
given up. The illegal structure has now been taken down. 

 The mystery of the heap of manure in the carpark has been solved and will not happen in 
future. 

 A cupboard has been sourced to be the first aid repository 

 DR will put up an AGM sign and one saying bonfires are now allowed in accordance with 
guidelines. 

 The south side fence will be repaired this autumn, once the Community Group has cleared 
the vegetation. 

 
Actions:  DR to produce signs about the AGM and about bonfires 

 
 

8. Greencroft Update:  

 Contaminated manure continues to be a problem. Mr Knight’s details are to be removed 
from website and a statement added to warm plotholders that they should assure 
themselves about the use of chemicals on feed, or medication on horses which might have 
made its way into any manure they acquire. 

 Powdery mildew has appeared along the boundary with the Cricket Club. 
 

Actions:  LE to talk to the Cricket Club about possible causes and solutions 
  SJ to amend the website re sources of manure. 

 
 

9. Website Update:  
Sara James has taken over as the new website manager and has updated content and revised 
structures and style. The next steps are to build engagement by asking people to contribute 
content and photographs. A slot at the AGM would be helpful to raise awareness of the newly 
revamped website. 

 
Action:  MF to add website slot to the AGM agenda, and SJ to present. 

 
 

10. Social Events:   
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Christmas Dinner  
This will take place on Thursday 15 December at the Christ Church Centre. DR will cater. Tickets 
will be £20 a head, and c. 40 people are required for the event to break even. As enhancements 
this year, music and a raffle were suggested. Tickets to be available from Hobbs and at the AGM. 

 
Action:  MF to approach Pete Herbert about tickets. 
  SP to approach Sheila and Dave about providing music.  

 
Bonfire Night 
This is proposed for mid October, possibly the weekend of 15th/16th October. 

 
Action:  SP to ask Sheila and Dave if they will be involved in organising again, and if music 

could be provided.  
 
Gardeners’ Question Time 
This is proposed for 11th/12th November, in the Cricket Club, with Martin from Toad Hall as guest 
expert if possible.   
 
Opportunities:  
Grass Roots are offering speakers for future events. 
Lady Oppenheimer at Waltham Place, whose garden is no longer open to the public, is willing to 
allow groups on private visits. 

 
 

11. AOB:  
 

Potato blight on Watermans 
It is believed that this began with an infection on one particular plot, which spread rapidly when 
conditions were right. This may have been caused by using old stock rather than fresh seed 
potatoes. 

 
 

12. Date of next meetings:  
 

 Monday 3rd October 2016 

 Tuesday 8th November 2016 
 


